While studyingin the United States,it is important to maintain your F-1 student status.Your status relates to the purposeor reason for
why you want to come to the UnitedStates.The U.SDepartment of Stateissues youyour visabasedon your intended purpose.

If the Departmentof Sate issues you an B student visa, this means thayou are coming to the Unitedates to study. Youshould not take
any action that detractsfrom that purpose.Maintaining your status means:

x Fulfilling the purpose for why the Department of Statessued you your visa; and
x Following the regulations associated with that purpose.

Below are actions to take in order to properly maintain your status.

Arrival
When arriving to the United StatesF-1 students must:

x Enter the United Statesio more than 30 days before your program of study begins.
x Immediately contact yourdesignated school official (DSO) when you enter the United States.
x When you arrive at school, you neetb report to school by theorientation date listed on your admission letter.

Education
While studying in the United Statesf-1 students must:

x Attend and pass all your classes. Iyou have academic of financial difficultiegtalk to your DSO immediately about your options.
x You must take &ull course of study each term (12 hrs for undergraduate and 9 hours for graduate) ; if you cannot study fult

time, contact your DSO immediatelyPlease realize that you may be told to leave the U.S. Students eh\ksas are required to study
full-time eachsemester.

x If you do not enroll, you will not be allowed to remain in the U.S. on your F -1 visa.
x If you believe that you will be unable to complete your program by the end date listed on yokorm I-20, talk with your DSO about



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/study/student-visa.html

Work and Practical Training for F Students

An F1 student may only work when authorized by a DS@or OPT andCPT)in some cases, antll.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS)n others. OPT and CPT are only available once you are enrolled in a degree progr@AT is available only at the completn of a
degree program and only once at each level of completion. CPT is available after ayfelir of academic enrollmentOPT and CPT
employment must be related to your major area of studyOn campus employment is available to-E students, but only ifyou are enrolled in
a degree program(undergraduate or graduate) If you choose to work without authorization from your DSCGand/or USCIS, you will bén
violation of your visa statusand you maynot be able to reenter the United States at a later date.

Upon Program Completion
As an F1 student, youmust take action to maintain legal status or depart the United States after completiggur program of study.

Once you complete your program of study and any authorized period of practical training, F-1 students have 60 days after
completion of your program (the program end date on your Form |  -20) to leave the United States.


http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/transferring-to-another-school
https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/students-and-exchange-visitors/students-and-employment
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/complete/change-of-status

